SERVING
Burlingame ¢ Capitol Hill
e Garden Home ¢ Glen
Cullen ¢ Hillsdale
¢ South Portland

¢ Multnomah Village
¢ Raleigh Hills ® Vermont
Hills ¢ West Portland

Volume No. 18, Issue No. 2

The Southwest
7% Portland

www.multnomahpost.com

Portland, Oregon

Post

Complimentary

INSIDE:

Check out our

Holida
‘ guw{;z

on Page 4

December 2009

Negotiations and lack of stimulus money delay Capitol Highway Project

By Allison Voigts
The Southwest Portland Post

While several segments of the Capitol
Highway Project have been completed,
others, including the Garden Home seg-
ment and Hoot Owl Corner, are facing
new delays, according to the Portland
Bureau of Transportation’s (PBOT) Ross
Swanson.

Swanson, the project manager for the
segment from the Multnomah Boule-
vard viaduct to Southwest Taylors Ferry
Road, had hoped to deliver a modified
version of the plan, which was first
proposed in 1996, by early next spring
(“PBOT aims to deliver modified
Capitol Highway Plan in six to nine
months,” The Southwest Portland Post,
September 2009).

But bureaucratic red tape has delayed
work on the design as PBOT, the Oregon
Department of Transportation, and lo-
cal consultants The Parametrics Group
negotiate the details of the contract for
the project. Swanson said he hopes de-
sign plans will resume this winter, but
was reluctant to give another estimate
for when the modified plan would be
completed.

“Ihope the community will be patient

with us while we work through the
red tape,” he said. The project would
add sidewalks and bicycle lanes to
Southwest Capitol Highway between
Garden Home and Taylors Ferry roads,
requiring the city to use most of its
right-of-way.

The original proposal, estimated at a
cost of $12 million, cites narrow traffic
lanes, uncontrolled intersections, and
the lack of sidewalks as dangerous
problems along the 1.1 mile stretch of
road.

Swanson told the Multnomah Neigh-
borhood Association in August that the
new plan would include meetings with
a citizen’s advisory committee to try to
save significant trees and homeowners’
landscapes that have been developed
into the public right-of-way.

The new plan would also require
storm water to be treated at its source
according to environmental mandates
established in the 13 years since the
project’s conception.

The Hoot Owl Corner, named after
the convenience store located at the
intersection of Southwest Capitol High-
way, Vermont Street, and 30th Avenue,
was reworked in the original project
design to eliminate its curve, creating

(Continued on Page 6)

Walking along Capitol Highway toward Multnomah Village can be a tricky thing with
no sidewalks. (Post photo by Don Snedecor)

HAP submits grant application for Hillsdale Terrace housing project

By Allison Voigts
The Southwest Portland Post

On November 17 the Housing Au-
thority of Portland (HAP) submitted
their application for a $17 million grant
from the federal government’'s HOPE

Pictured is one of the buildings of the 60-unit Hillsdale Terrace
housing project built in 1970. (Photo courtesy Portland Archi-

tecture)

VI program to redevelop the Hillsdale
Terrace public housing complex in
Southwest Portland.

Since HAP’s announcement in March
that it would be pursuing a complete
redevelopment of the low-income
apartments (“Hillsdale Terrace to
apply for HOPE VI redevelopment
funds,” The South-
west Portland Post,
April 2009), rather
than selling the site
or improving the
existing structure,
neighborhood resi-
dents and organi-
zations have both
volleyed criticism
atand pledged sup-
port for the project.

Critics argue that
the total cost of the
project, estimated
at $41 million, is too
much to spend on
115 units (housing
237 people) in an
isolated location that
is poorly integrated

Don’t forget to renew your subscription. Form on Page 2.
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with the surrounding neighborhood.

“Building a segregated, dense com-
munity of low-income families is ex-
actly what HAP should not be doing,”
wrote retired builder (and former HAP
board member) Ray Hallberg in an
opinion letter to The Oregonian. “Such
projects have been identified nationally
as social failures since the 1960s.”

Some critics, like Hallberg, say the
money would be better spent on Section
8 vouchers to help Hillsdale Terrace
residents rent apartments in private
housing, while others, like Hillsdale
activist Rick Seifert, have suggested
buying up housing in the depressed
real estate market.

“If Portland’s public housing’s left
hand, the development commission,
had any idea what the right hand,
the housing authority, was up to, the
two agencies would rush to redirect
the Hillsdale Terrace money to South
Waterfront,” Seifert wrote on his blog,
The Red Electric (theredelectric.blogspot.
com).

But the project’s supporters argue
that rebuilding Hillsdale Terrace is the
only way to offer low-income families
access to the neighborhood’s excellent
schools and services.

Neighborhood House director Rick
Nitti wrote to The Oregonian in response
to Hallberg,

“ At the tail end of the housing bubble,
Southwest Portland lost much of its
affordable rental housing inventory to
condo conversion and increasing rents,”
wrote Nitti. “Lower-income households
are increasingly closed out of our com-
munity. A new Hillsdale Terrace would
preserve and expand housing choices
for families with less means.”

HAP officials say connecting the

residents of Hillsdale Terrace with the
community is one of the primary goals
of the redevelopment, a strategy to
end their need for public housing by
providing resources in education, job
training, and healthy living. $2 million
of the HOPE VI grant would be spent on
community and support services, and
39 agencies including Neighborhood
House, Big Brother/Big Sister, and the
Multnomah and Hillsdale Neighbor-
hood Associations have offered another
$6 million worth of services.

John Keating, Assistant Director of
Strategic Partnerships at HAP, said
that workshops and surveys held over
the summer with Hillsdale Terrace
residents and neighbors revealed a need
for mentoring, tutoring, and youth em-
ployment programs for the complex’s
138 children.

Residents also expressed a strong
desire for a community garden, which
the neighboring Hillsdale Community
Church has offered space for, where
they can grow their own food.

“This isn’t a ‘bricks and mortar” ap-
proach,” Keating said. “We want build-
ings that will last a hundred years, but
it’s also about all of the services that
current and future families will have
access to.”

HAP has successfully applied for
and received two HOPE VI grants in
the past, for its New Columbia and
Humboldt Gardens properties. HAP
officials expect to receive an answer
to the Hillsdale Terrace application
sometime in February, and they say
they will continue to pursue funding
for the project if they don’t receive the
grant. If successful, construction would
begin in 2011 with a completion date set
for summer 2012.
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Many of these students of mine
have been on parole or [are under the
supervision of] probation officers and
have committed property crimes. We
are now sending them into small quiet
neighborhoods.

It seems unfair to the smokers, unfair
to the neighbors and wrong that the
college paints this “everything is fine
angle” with The Oregonian when it
is not.

There are at least 50-100 people each
day going out behind the campus to
smoke and the neighborhoods need to
know why this is happening. Did PCC
talk this over with the neighborhood
association?

I'have a call in to the manager of the
West Region of Portland Parks and
Recreation to see how they plan to ad-
dress this.

Letters ¢
to the
Editor”

The Southwest Portland Post
7825 SW 36th Ave Suite #203
Portland, OR 97219

Fax: (866) 727-5336

email: news@multnomahpost.com

PCC Sylvania drives smokers
into neighborhoods and
parks while enforcing
campus smoking ban

Marlo Urbina
I am not a smoker, and I do not par- Southwest Portland
ticularly like smelling smoke on my
students’ clothes but here’s the scoop.
I live on Southwest 60™ next to Lesser
Park and Portland Community Col-
lege’s Sylvania Campus and I work at
PCC Sylvania.

I walk between my home and the
college and have started to see my tiny
well-loved park getting trashed by my
employer’s decision to put a punitive
rule in place that drives smokers into
the parks and neighborhoods.

I plan to go to my neighborhood
meeting and bring this topic up for dis-
cussion, butI feel bullied by the college
asits neighbor. I feel they are getting rid
of their “problem” in my front yard.

I also expect to see crime increase as
more people are sent down in to the
neighborhoods to smoke. I work with
high school dropouts on campus and
many now see this is as an opportunity
to get “high” after class in the parks
below.

Happy.#
‘Holidays
®, from

all of us at
The Post!

e Post

Deeper Sedation Dentistry....

Dr: Little at West Hills Family Dental Center now offers

DEEP SEDATION DENTISTRY.
It’s MORE EFFECTIVE than just a pill.

.......................................................

Call and find out why West Hills Family Dental Center is different.

Southwest has a wide variety
of healthcare practitioners

Numerous of our students and staff,
and some friends in the neighborhood,
have commented on Ms. Olsen’s No-
vember Post article [“Multnomah-area
school has trained massage therapists
for 25 years,” by Polina Olsen, No-
vember 2009] about Oregon School of
Massage.

We thought she did a good job in us-
ing a variety of sources in presenting a
balanced picture of our program. We
like being a part of the community...
the article will introduce us to more of

our neighbors.

It seems like this part of Southwest
Portland has many, and a wide variety
of, healthcare practitioners. I'd love to
see more information about that pub-
lished, and could probably enlist some
students who would be willing to do
some footwork (listing practitioners,
and surveying them as to their special-
ties and concerns) to develop it.

Thanks for keeping the community
informed.

Ray Siderius
Director
Oregon School of Massage
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Bowman’s Hillsdale

Pharmacy

6256 SW Capitol Hwy.
503-244-7582 * email: hdrx@pcez.com

*Walk-In Adult Immunizations
*Flu Shots Available

*Experienced Compounding
Pharmacists
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Himalayan Blackberry and English Ivy lead list of Portland’s invasive species

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

The Portland Planning Commission
last month approved the draft Invasive
Plant Policy Review and Regulatory Im-
provement Project. This is an updating
of the City’s listing, and policy toward,
“invasive” plant species.

As Jennifer Goodrich of the Bureau
of Environmental Services explained,
these are plants that “grow so rapidly
they crowd out other species. They take
down trees, harm storm water absorp-
tion, and spread the risk of wildfire.
They create monocultures and change
soil chemistry so that trees can never
grow. Some are toxic to livestock.” The
strategy to remove them is “early de-
tection and rapid response,” Goodrich
said.

The current policy adds 43 plants, and
removes 24, from a list begun in 1991,
Trisha Sears of the Bureau of Planning
and Sustainability said. The policy dis-
courages the use of such plants, requires
them to be removed from required land-
scaping, and encourages all property
owners to do such removal.

There are 15 Type A plants that by
law must be removed immediately
when found, and the City will offer
assistance when possible. “We want
all city policies to be consistent,” Sears
said. “What we’ve found is that some
plants on the nuisance list are on the
mitigation list (plants recommended
when landscaping is required),” such
as the Norway Maple.

Commission members Howard Sha-
piro and Michelle Rudd pointed out
that some invasive plants are also at-
tractive. “If  have one in a little garden
box and it’s not hurting anyone?” Rudd
asked. “If it’s on the A list it’s illegal,”
Sears replied.

Dixie Johnston of the Collins View
Neighborhood Association called the
policy “dear to my heart, and I whole-
heartedly endorse it.”

June Heartline of the West Multnomah
Conservation District said, “My idea of
a good time on weekends is to go out
and murder invasive plants. They cost

us thousands of dollars in damage ev-
ery week. You can manage your own
property, but unless your neighbors are
on board they’ll come right back.”

According to Heartline, the proposed
policy “gives people a carrot and a bit of
a stick to take care of this. Some of these
plants are still being sold at nurseries —
that horrifies me.” Regarding Norway
Maples she conceded, “Removing trees
is a touchy subject.”

Editor’s Note: Here is a list of invasive
trees, plants and shrubs, according to
“GardenSmart Oregon: a guide to non-
invasive plants.” Invasive trees and shrubs

include Brooms and Gorge, Butterfly Bush,
English Holly, European Hawthorn, Hi-
malayan Blackberry, Knotweeds, Russian
Olive, Saltcedar, Spurge Laurel and Tree
of Heaven.

Invasive herbaceous plants include
Bachelor’s Button and Knapweeds, Fennel,
Hawkweeds, Herb Robert and Shiningstar
Geranium, Jubata Grass, Myrtle and
Leafy Spurges, Policeman’s Helmet, and
Toadflaxes. Invasive aquatic and wetland
plants include Parrotfeather and Brazilian
Elodea, Purple Loosestrife, Ribbongrass,
and Yellow Flag Iris.

Bicycle Master Plan approved by planning commission

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

The Portland Planning Commission
last month approved a draft update
of the City’s Bicycle Master Plan, with
some modifications suggested by the
public.

Project manager Ellen Vanderslice
told the Commission that in the last
month the Bureau of Transportation has
received more than 150 e-mails about
the draft. Only 17 actually opposed the
draft, but 75 called for changes.

“We came away with confidence in
the proposed system buildout, but we
heard we may not have struck the mark
with our implementation strategy,”
Vanderslice said.

In the initial draft Tier One projects,
for earliest implementation, leaned

heavily on the installation of Bike
Boulevards, the signing of low-traffic
streets as bike routes where bikes and
cars share the road without special
facilities.

Critics called for more emphasis on
off-road trails and on separated in-road
paths that are reserved exclusively
for bicyclists. “We always knew these
things were important; the question
was how we get there,” Vanderslice
said.

Planners now propose to move some
items forward in priority, including
creation of “a signature trail network,”
and to add Southwest Capitol Highway
to the list of major bike routes.

Commission member Chris Smith
proposed a series of amendments.
These included a goal of having 40
percent of all trips of three miles or
less done by bike (the plan had called

for 25 percent), to devote $25 to $40 per
capita per year to bike improvements,
and to provide “equity” in bike facili-
ties around Portland by emphasizing
facilities in east Portland and southwest
Portland.

“We could have a full buildout of
this plan for $500 million,” Smith said.
“That sounds like a lot of money, but
it’s the cost of 7.5 miles of streetcar, 40
percent of the cost of our light rail lines,
and one-eighth the cost of the Columbia
River Crossing.”

Commission members Howard Sha-
piro, Michelle Rudd and Irma Valdez
resisted these amendments. “Does this
mean we would fund bike trails before
we funded sidewalks?” Rudd said. Sha-
piro said, “We're not in the implementa-
tion business. Don't tie us up in details.”
The plan was ultimately adopted minus
most of Smith’s amendments.

_IT'S TIME PORTLAND HAD A NEW PLAN.

AFTER ALL IT'S BEEN 30 YEARS SINCE OUR LAST ONE.

discussion with you about it.

ACITY IS ONLY AS GOOD AS ITS LAST PLAN. And our last one brought to life
some of the very things we admire most about our city. It laid the groundwork for one
of the best transportation infrastructures in the country and enabled us to develop a
vibrant central city. That was 1980. And almost 50% of us weren’t even here then.

TIME FOR A NEW PLAN. Today we face many new challenges. Only 61% of our
students graduate on time. 45% of our electricity comes from coal. Our unemployment
rate tops 11%.And there’s the human toll — a growing gap between the haves and have-
nots. We want to share opportunities equitably among our city’s increasingly diverse
population. But rather than just present a plan for all to follow, we'd rather have a lively

GET INVOLVED. GREAT THINGS RARELY HAPPEN BY ACCIDENT.

In the coming months, you will have many opportunities to weigh in. Join us at a workshop
session or go online to help us define priorities, guide investments and set the course for
our city for the next 25 years. Whichever you choose, we want you to participate in the
discussion. Because more voices means better choices.

St. Johns Community Center, 8427 N Central Street*
World Trade Center, 121 SW Salmon Street

Mt. Scott Community Center, 5530 SE 72nd Avenue*

Wilson High School, 1151 SW Vermont Street
University of Oregon — Old Town, 70 NW Couch Street

12.01.2009  6:30-9:00pm
12.03.2009  8:00-9:30am
12.05.2009  10:00am—12:30pm
12.07.2009  6:30—-9:00pm
12.15.2009  6:30-9:00pm

www.PDXPlan.com | Twitter: @PDXPlan, #PDXPlan | Facebook: www.facebook.com/PDXPlan

City of Portland | Metro | Multnomah County | Portland State University | Portland Public Schools | Parkrose School District | Centennial School District | David Douglas School District
Reynolds School District | Oregon Health & Science University | Portland Community College | TriMet | Portland Development Commission | Housing Authority of Portland | Worksystems, Inc.
Oregon Department of Transportation | East Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District | West Multnomah Soil & Water Conservation District | Multnomah County Drainage District

The City of Portland will make reasonable accommodation for people with disabilities. Please notify us no fewer than five (5) business days prior to the event

by phone 503-823-7700, by the City’s TTY at 503-823-6868, or by the Oregon Relay Service at 1-800-735-2900.

Childcare available at the Mt. Scott (12/5) workshop: RSVP by 12/2 at 503-823-2041. *Interpretacion simultdnea en espafiol disponible.
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By Don Snedecor
The Southwest Portland Post

The annual Multnomah Village
Holiday Gala is happening Friday, De-
cember 4 and Saturday, December 5.

Friday includes Horse and Carriage
Rides at the Multnomah Arts Center
from 4-9 p.m. and from Key Bank from
6-9 p.m. Tree lighting with Santa is at
6:42 p.m. in front of Village Beads.

Oregon Music Hall of Famer Mark
Bosnian leads caroling in the street at
7:00 p.m. Portland Art Collective “Open
Doors” Show 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Great
shopping in the Village until 9:00 p.m.

Saturday includes Kiwanis Pancake
Breakfast with Santa at the Lucky Lab-
rador Pub, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Portland
Art Collective “Open Doors” Show 10
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Great carolers and shopping in the
Village all day long!

Antoinette Antique and Estate Jew-
elry (inside Le Meitour Gallery) is
celebrating their anniversary by giv-
ing away an estate diamond ring to
one lucky vintage jewelry lover and
a $100 gift certificate to another lucky
winner. Bring in two cans of food to be
donated to Neighborhood House chari-
ties and receive one raffle ticket. Receive
another raffle ticket with any new
purchase made through December 12.
For more information about the Holi-
day Gala contact Michele Cassinelli at
Village Beads, (503) 244-1821 or visit the

G Healthy Pets

The Natural Alternative for P‘e:Fo s & Supplies

Barb Cantonwine, Michael Carroll

7642 SW Capitol Hwy
971-222-2686
All Natural Foods & Allergy Relief
Herbal & Homeopathic Remedies
Raw Food Diets & Grooming Products
Collars @ Leashes & Toys & Books
| L A1N.7 -‘I|| . '-'|'{__ .;: :_:._:_‘_--. 19, _

Hours Sun

AN

Annastasia Salon
YOUR BEAUTY STORE

Multnomah Village website at www.
multnomahvillage.org.

Eat chili, slurp hot chocolate, buy
used books and even snag a vintage
typewriter.

This year, the Hillsdale Chili Feed
and Holiday Sing offers a mélange of
possibilities on Sunday, Dec. 6, from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (or as long as the chili
lasts) at the covered
and cozy Food Front
entrance in the Hills-
dale Town Center.

The Hillsdale Busi-
ness and Professional
Association is offer-
ing the food and drink
(donation suggested),
local schools will pro-
vide singers and musi-
cians, and the Hillsdale
Community Founda-
tion is selling a small,
select assortment of
used books and type-
writers.

For more informa-
tion, contact Rick Seif-
ert at Hillsdale News,
(503) 245-7821 or Mike
Roach at Paloma Cloth-
ing, (503) 246-3417.

Don’t miss the music
and magic of North-
west Senior Theatre’s
Holiday Show, De-
cember 9, 10, 11, and
12@2:00 p.m. at Alpen-

B i "

We are here for all your bead-
ing needs. Come visit our
friendly staff. Classes too!

Open Monday - Saturday, 10-6
and Sunday 12-4

7807 SW Capitol Hwy
503-244-1821

Luxury Holiday Party

In(lulg’ent Hair Treatments

Hors D}DQLI\--*I‘GS,
Cllampagne a.n(l Music

][(:\[i(lay [QL‘.‘LﬂiI L‘::puuials
DECEMBER 6TH 4-8 PM

RESERVATIONS FOR TREATMENTS

RECOMMENDED.

ProbDucT 20-50% OFF.

7741 SW CAPITOL Hwy

PORTLAND OR 97219
503.293.5489
NEXT TO STARBUCKS

Atwater Place Condo
Penthouse Suite
0841 SW Gaines

is pleased to sponsor a
which will be a “war

The SPBA looks forward to cel

Holiday Guide

rose Dairy Opera House. Handicapped
access is available. $5 donation per
person. For more information call (503)
251-4332 or e-mail nwseniortheatre@
yahoo.com.

19th Annual Multnomah Christmas
Ball & Toy Drive with big bands sound
of Carl Smith & the Natural Gas Co.
Featuring Carlee Smith. At The Cider

Ak
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Mill, 6722 SW Capitol Hwy. Doors open
at 6:30 p.m. Music 8:30 pm — midnight

Admittance $12 and a toy. (Advance
tickets $10.00) Free hors d’oeuvres and
no host full bar. For advance tickets con-
tact: The Cider Mill at (503) 244-4844,
Carl Smith at (503) 244-4753 or Carlee
Smith at (503) 314-8566. Dress festively
and join the fun!

CHRISTMAS SHIP PARADE COMMUNITY EVENT

SPONSORED BY THE SPBA

Wednesday, December 16th

7:00 pm

The South Portl

to watch Portland?
Please join th

Katelyn’s Closet

Consignment, Buy, Sell, Trade

Carrie Sadorus, Julie Fillinger

The friendliest consignment shop in
town. Offering friendly service and
stylish clothing and accessories for

women, children and the mom-to-be.

Open 7 days a week. Stock changes
daily. Come join us for Fall Back to
School shopping.

7429-A SW Capitol Hwy
(503) 293-4333

Refreshments will be served

and entertainment provided

All are encouraged to attend including
families

(Yes, that means kids are welcome/)

ess Association (“SPBA”)
‘event (no reservations required)
dry” place with stunning views
nual Christmas Ship Parade
BA for this great event

rating the holiday season with all of you

Be our guests for a
Christmas Eve
Celebration!
Lessons & Carols -
Joseph's Story

Thursday, December 24, 2009 - 7:00pm

Vermont Hills United Methodist Church
Corner of SW 55th Drive and
SW Towa Street
(Next to Pendleton Park and
Hayhurst Elementary School)

You are also invited to be our guest any Sunday
Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am
Upbeat relevnt worship at 10:30am
Quality Child Care provided all morning

503-246-1213
6053 SW 55th Drive ® Portland, Oregon 97221

www.vermonthillsumc.org
Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

e
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2090,0FF
All Sweaters, Skirts;
Earrings and Scarves

Special Sale fours:

Thursday, 10-8
Friday, 10-7
Saturday, 10-6

Sunday; 11-6

Y

HiLLSDALE SHOPPING CENTER « 503-246-3417
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Leslie Anderson, Sharon Cannon, Sophie Franz, and Aimee Erickson were the mu-
ralists honored at the Multnomah Arts Center open house and mural dedication,
November 6. (Post photo by Lee Perlman)

Call 503-244-6933
for information

CUISINE

IN THE

TRADITION
of PIEDMONT

Wine & Fresh Pasta

Now Available for Retail Sale

Alba osterla
Lhlp

& ENOTECA

Dinner Tuesday to Sunday — serving from 5:30
503.977.3045 6440 SW Capitol Highway

1523 SW Sunset Blvd.
Portland, OR

An Old Place

Just down the street from Lake Oswego.
Serving square meals and cocktails at People’s

prices since 1974
Open Breakfest, Lunch, Dinner 7 days a week
www.thebuffalogap.com

6835 SW MACADAM AVE - 503.214.711

O0’CONNORS

Restaurant & Bar Since 1934

Breakfast including

Eggs (°Connor and other notables.
Served Mon - Fri, 7-11 a.m.

Weekends 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

HOURS: Mondeay-Friday Tam-2am;

Seturdeay Sam-2am; Sunday Sam-midnight
7850 S.W. Capitol Highway
in Multnomah Village

503-244-1690

"HOLIDAY SPECIAL
FOR PASSPORT
TO FON
CARDHOLDERS.

5032931790
wwwssalvadormollys.com

Multnomah Arts Center open house
includes mural dedication

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

November 6 was the official dedica-
tion for the Multnomah Arts Center’s
new lobby mural, which pays tribute
to the activities of the building. Visitors
were also treated to a show-and-tell of
these activities.

The 175-square-foot mural, covering
all parts of the lobby, pays homage
to the center’s fine arts and drawing,
weaving, music, acting and dance
classes and activities. It also includes
nine classic Greek muses and figures
from Native American mythology.

Lead artist Aimee Erickson presided
over the work with the assistance of
Sophie Franz, Sharon Cannon and
Leslie Anderson, but they incorporated
ideas contributed from throughout the
community, and 750 people assisted in
applying the paint.

The mural project was financed by
grants from the Regional Arts and Cul-
ture Council, the Safeway Foundation,
and the Neighborhood Small Grant
Program. “The idea was to change the
lobby into something more welcom-
ing,” MAC director Michael Walsh told
those who gathered for the event.

Erickson, who lives within walking

A tour of the Multnomah Arts Center, which included this art class,
was part of the agenda of the open house and mural dedication,

November 6. (Post photo by Lee Perliman)
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distance, said that the old lobby “had
its charm, for sure,” but was “kind of
shabby.” Of the center she says, “I've
grown to love it, and realize what a
special place this is.” She admitted,
“I'd never done anything of this scope
before.” When designing the project,
“T was told, ‘Shoot for the moon. If
we don’t hit the fundraising goal, we
can try something more feasible.”” The
finished project is “a celebration of the
creative spirits working together.”

Former director Will Hathaway
provided guided tours that showed
not only what the center is, but how
it became that way. It began at what is
now Neighborhood House. It moved
to its present location in 1988, when
the Portland School District chose to
close and sell the former Multnomah
School.

Over time there have been other im-
provements, such as conversion of the
basement boiler room to a printmaking
facility, retrofitting of outdoor portables
to metal and clay art areas, and paving
of a gravel lot behind the building for
additional parking.

In the auditorium a handicapped ac-
cess ramp has been added, and other
improvements have converted what
was once a “graduation stage,” as
Hathaway put it, to something capable
of handling theatri-
cal performances.

Indeed, those who
came were treated
to a “Cirque Du
Multnomah” the-
atrical review by
Center instructors,
following a simi-
lar performance by
dance instructors in
the gym, and an art
exhibition in the gal-
lery, and demonstra-
tions of arts of vari-
ous kinds through-
out the building.

.. New Years Eve

Supper

‘ 6320 Sw Capitol Hwy ¢ Portland « 503 244-4467
eat at threesquare.com + shop at picklopolis.com

Assist families fac-
ing hunger & home-
lessness

Support kids’ suc-
cess in school &
life

Help seniors re-
main living inde-
pendently

Your Neighbors Have Never Needed You More

Support our Annual Partnership Campaign!

rﬂ Neighborhood House

He;‘pmg Neighbors Help Themselves

www.nhweb. org
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Planning Commission mulls school regulation changes

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

The Portland Planning Commission
last month endorsed two changes in the
zoning code regulating school activities,
but balked at a third change.

Most Portland schools and churches
are on land zoned for residential use. To
operate they must obtain a conditional
use permit, which states in broad terms
what they are allowed to do and some-
times set conditions.

A group of community activists,
many of them from southwest Port-
land, have accused the Portland School
District of violating its conditional use
permits, and the district itself has com-
plained that the system is burdensome
and unworkable.

Collins View neighborhood activist
Dixie Johnston, one of those who has ac-
cused the district of violating the code,
testified, “Our community has been
through a school closure. It was very
painful, we're still dealing with it, and
it’s still kicking us in the teeth. What we
all want to see is a sense of community,
but we don’t do a very good job of that.
We become focused and selfish.”

Johnston suggested letting City
workers take a day a month off work
to work on public schools. She told the
Commission, “I do want to commend
City staff and how they’ve handled a

Wellness
Dvwdong

Massage

Healing Touch Massage
Dorothy Cundall, Lmt, cna, ma; Lic #5316
Energy healing  reiki  therapeutic massages ¢ reflexology *
pranic healing * care facilities
Holiday Specials * Gift Certificates ® Visa & Mastercard
11445 SW Scholls Ferry Rd., (next to Big Reds restaurant)

503-521-8266 * 503-740-3670

David Klick, LMT

§ Advanced Massage Therapy
Since 1992
License# 3927

Deep Soothing Massage
Garden Retreat Setting

by appointment

| 503.977.3454

www.advancedlmt.com

Soothing Massage

Lana Shubina LMT, RN
lic#15310

Affordable Massage:
Swedish, Deep Tissue, Sport,
Thai, Hot Stones

Multnomah Wellness Center
4055 SW Garden Home Rd.
503-888-3980 or
Email:
4massageonly@gmail.com

very difficult situation. I like the tenor
of the discussion and feel we're going
in the right direction. I'm very grateful
for your intelligent questions.”

When a school or church is vacant for
three years, it loses its conditional use
status. The Portland Bureau of Devel-
opment Services staff proposed, and
the Commission endorsed, a change
that would extend the grace period to
five years.

They also agreed to abolish a require-
ment that a school seek an amendment
to its conditional use if its enrollment
increases; they retained a requirement
that an amendment is needed if the
school adds more than 1,500 square feet
of floor area.

The third amendment would allow
any changes in age or grade level, with-
out public review, for schools teaching
kindergarten through eighth grade.
Citizen activists have made official
complaints to the Bureau of Develop-
ment Services, charged with enforcing
the zoning code, concerning grade
changes at nine Portland public schools.
The amendment would nullify the
complaints against all but two of these
schools.

Commission members were uneasy
about both the substance and procedure
here. Commission member Chris Smith
said, “Putting everything from kinder-
garten to eighth grade in one bucket
doesn’t work for me. The transporta-

tion impacts are different.” He added,
“What’s most frustrating is that this is
indefensible from a citizen’s point of
view. We're making the complaints go
away by changing the code.”

Commission member Irma Valdez
said, “We're being asked to bless what
(the school district) has already done.”
Commission member Howard Shapiro
said, “I'm not comfortable with this at
all.”

Mike Liefield, who has been dealing
with the code compliance complaints
for the Bureau of Development Servic-
es, told the Commission, “We're trying
to do what’s reasonable.”

Deborah Stein, District Planning
Manager for the Bureau of Planning and
Sustainability, said that the current code
has proved cumbersome for everyone
involved. “Things simply can’t work
the way the code is written,” she said.

Earlier in the hearing, the Commis-
sion experienced some frustration
during interaction with Portland School
Board member David Wynde. The
“point person” on the board for dealing
with school facilities, Wynde said that
a recent evaluation of school buildings
revealed “The major systems in most
are in need of replacement. There’s a
need to remodel, repair or replace all
of them.”

A defined set of projects in this di-
rection has a total cost of $270 million.
Things that need to be done in the next

12 to 18 months would cost $80 million.
The district recently spent $12 million
on its most immediate needs, “and we
borrowed to do it.”

Smith said that in some ways, the
City and the District have “overlap-
ping jurisdictions. Schools are often
the hub of the community. If they are
closed or moved, it has a tremendous
impact. When you're considering clos-
ing a school you hold a public hear-
ing, but City Council should also be
involved.”

Wynde replied, “I think you've
identified an issue: overlapping juris-
dictions. We're committed as entities
to exercising our legitimate rights and
responsibilities while cooperating with
other jurisdictions.” He added, “We've
met the requirements for collaboration”
with City government.

Shapiro noted that the City and its
citizens have “a substantial invest-
ment in our schools. You took a strong
position on what Schools have to do to
protect their best interests. I urge you
to soften your position in the interest
of the common good.”

Wynde replied, “I think I agree with
what you're saying, the spirit is there.”
However, he added, “When you need
to find $32 million to balance your bud-
get, that’s why we’re elected, and we
wouldn’t be happy if other jurisdictions
told us how to do that. We expect others
to do their job, and we will do ours.”

Community health is focus of OHSU School of Nursing class

By Lee Perlman
The Southwest Portland Post

This year’s Oregon Health and Sci-
ences University School of Nursing
class studied the young and the old
in southwest Portland, and provided
services along the way.

For the third consecutive year, Launa
Rae Mathews has been using the com-
munity around the OHSU campus as a
living study area for her senior nursing
class.

One group of four students has been
studying the problems of low-income
children and families, and has been
working with Head Start, the South-
west Community Health Center, and
the YWCA After School Program.

They worked with the Casey Eye
Institute and Doernbecher Children’s
Hospital to provide dental exams, vi-
sion and hearing screenings, nutritional

assessments and health education. They
also provided mentoring and home-
work help for children in the YWCA
program.

In return, children and families in
these programs helped the staff study
local health issues. The area’s strengths
are parent support groups, and social
service resources. Needs not fully
met are a lack of affordable housing,
childcare and transportation. This last
contributes to problems of having ac-
cess to healthy food, jobs and health
care for parents.

“Your ability to use resources can
be dependent on getting basic needs
met,” student Barbara Whistler told
The Post. A finding not surprising to
local residents is that the area lacks
basic transportation services such as
sidewalks. Whistler added that even
in wealthy communities, “Poverty can
be hidden.”

Another five students worked with

F
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Neighborhood House and the Loaves
and Fishes Meals on Wheels program
on senior health issues. One of these
was medication management, “which
has long been identified as a major
medical problem,” student Vida Ma-
navisadeh told The Post.

Another issue was “socialized rela-
tionships,” which she defined as lives
with “a limited number of social con-
tacts,” and a lack of “engagement” with
the ones they have. “I didn’t realize how
big an issue it was,” she said. Where
such problems exist, she said, Loaves
and Fishes drivers play an important
part because they get to know their
clients, and can be a resource to refer
them to help when they need it.

Capitol Highway Project
(Continued from Page 1)
a traditional “T”-style intersection in
which traffic comes to a stop at South-
west Vermont Street and 30th Avenue.

The $1.7 million redesign had been
nominated for federal stimulus money
for “shovel-ready” projects by U.S.
Rep. David Wu, and U.S. Senators Ron
Wyden and Jeff Merkley, but failed to
make the cut last month.

A female pedestrian was injured at
the corner last month when a garbage
truck struck her as she was crossing the
street. Portland Police Officer Sze Lai,
who investigated the accident, said the
woman was wearing black clothing and
that the driver of the garbage truck did
not see her. He did not think the ac-
cident was related to the layout of the
intersection.

The portions of the project that have
been completed include a segment
between Southwest 30th Avenue and
Bertha Boulevard, between Bertha Bou-
levard and Sunset Boulevard (Hillsdale
Town Center), and between Barbur
Boulevard going south and PCC Syl-
vania (West Portland Park).
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Local potter to hold arts show at her Multhomah Village studio

By Polina Olsen
The Southwest Portland Post

Jan Edwards never took a pottery
class until she was out of college. Now,
she divides her time between clay
work, regular teaching, and giving
workshops everywhere from Colorado
to Tuscany.

“Painting and drawing figure largely
in my work on pots, clay paintings and
paper,” Edwards said from the light-
filled studio she built in the backyard
of her 1926 cottage near the Multnomah
Art Center.

Today, she was busy turning the
studio into a gallery for her upcom-
ing 19" annual holiday show. During
the weekends of Dec. 4 and Dec. 12,
Edwards and a group of artists will dis-
play pottery, beaded jewelry, garlands,
-- even felted hats.

“I mostly sell out of the studio,”
Edwards said as she glanced around
the room. Her terracotta, porcelain and
stoneware creations range from abstract
wall hangings to food safe cookware.

Teapots are a specialty along with
colorful gravy pitchers and casserole
dishes that go from the oven to the table.
She recently finished a large tile instal-
lation for a home in Long Beach, Wash.
“T love to do custom tile,” she said. “I
do lots of backsplashes and also make
tile for bathrooms.”

Although her pottery passion started
later in life, Edwards always loved art.
“Mom said I was an artist from the
time I was two,” she said. “I was trying
to be a children’s book illustrator, and

accidentally got into clay work.” While
teaching swimming and art at a sum-
mer camp, someone showed her how to
use a potter’s wheel. “I got hooked,”
she said. “From day one I was up to
my eyeballs.”

Edwards left Chicago for Aspen, Col-
orado. In 1988, she attended a ceramic
conference in Portland, fell in love with
the city, and moved to her Multnomah
Village cottage one year later. During
that time, she’s seen pottery become
more competitive.

“The generation who taught us saved
the craft from extinction,” she said. “To-
day there are lots of people coming out
of graduate schools. In Oregon, there’s
a potter under every rock -- and often
a very good one.”

Edwards enjoys helping other artists
and teaches at the Multnomah Art Cen-
ter and Mt. Hood Community College.
She hopes her students will be among
those attending her December show.
“It’s my favorite way of marketing,”
she said. “I enjoy meeting people who
like my work.”

Jan Edwards Holiday Open Studio
with Judith Rose, Geraldine Foote,
Nancy Cushwa and Vicki Strom Medley
will take place at Edwards” Multnomah
Village Studio at 2650 SW Custer St.,
Portland.

Hours are Friday, Dec. 4, 5 p.m. to
8 p.m. Saturday Dec. 5, 10 p.m. to 5
p-m., Sunday Dec. 6, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m.,
Saturday Dec. 12,10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Sunday Dec 13, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. For
more information, email clayjan@mac.
com.

Top: Clay painting by Jan Edwards.
(Photo courtesy of Dan Kvitka)
Right: Jan Edwards in her studio
with a oven-to-table casserole
dish and cake cover. (Post photo
by Polina Olsen)
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One owner home! Custom kitchen

Your Neighborhood Realtor

Since 1980

REALTOR®

This 3+ BR 2.5 BA home is in better than
new condition w/ only one owner! Quiet
area w/ beautiful sunsets. Kitchen recently
remodeled w/ slab granite & SS appli-
ances. Large family room off kitchen w/
nook. Office/den off master suite.

2 bd, 2.5 baw/ 3,175 sq ft. Sits
pearched in the West Hills. The
ultimate pad w/ southerly view, indoor
swimming pool, sauna & outdoor hot
tub. Kitchen w/ island & open living
room. Lots of custom features.

w/ hrdwd floors, island & eating
area. Family room off kitchen w/ 2nd
family room w/ built-in entertainment

center. Master w/ walk-in closet &
bath. Large back deck.

Vermont Hills
$425,000
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Classic solid 1963 dayranch w/ room for
everyone. 5 bd, 3 ba. Beautiful views of
the west hills. Knotty pine family room
w/ fireplace. Hardwood floors on main.
Fireplace in living room. New deck off
dining room & living room. Private back
yard.

Vermont Hills
$374,500

Located near Gabriel Park. Impeccable
inside & out. 1928 sqft. 4 BD 2 BA with
large, private and level backyard. Cozy
family room off kitchen with fireplace.

New master suite with attached office or

nursery and 2 decks.

New Construction
$324,750

floors & gas fireplace. Open kitchen w/
eating bar, granite countertops, maple
cabinets & SS appliances. Master w/ bath
& walk-in closet. Tile counters & floors in
bathrooms. Attached garage.

Multnomah Village
$324,500

Classic 1924 remodeled home. 3 bd, 1 ba.
Hrdwads, FP, new kitchen, bath & windows
throughout. 2 beds & computer area
upstairs. Partial basement w/ family room.
Large fenced yard w/ fruit trees, decks &
patios for outdoor living.

4 Car Garage in Multnomah
Village - $319,900

Spotless one level home located 3 blocks
to Multnomah Village. 3 bd 2 ba with
fireplace in living room. Light and bright.
Double garage attached plus separate free
standing double garage with shop. Nice
yard with garden area.

Vermont Hills
$319,000

Contemporary home on large private
lot. Open floor plan with vaulted ceilings
in living room. 2 bedrooms upstairs w/
computer area. Deck off master bedroom
overlooking back yard. Large deck in
private back yard.

Multnomah

Close to the Village! 3 bd, 1.5 ba home w/
hardwood floor thru-out main level. FP in
living room. Full basement w/ additional
rooms for storage, laundry room & family
room w/ FP. Large fenced lot & detached
single car garage.

Vermont Hills
$257,500

Cute cottage located on large lot just

blocks to the heart of the village. 2 bd,

1 ba. Beautiful fenced yard w/ roses &
garden areas. Bamboo flooring in most of
the house. Updated bathroom. Detached

garage & plenty of off street parking.

Multnomah Village
$220,000
AW T,

Multnomah Village Cottage located
on large lot. Just blocks to the heart of
The Village. 2 bedrooms, 1 bath. New
windows. fenced yard with roses and
garden areas. Bamboo flooring in most of
the house. Updated bathroom. Detached
garage & off street parking.
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